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SUBJECT: 


Date for Next Plenary Session in Paris 


You will recall that the President instructed that we not attend the plenary 
session in Paris on December 30. He also said that we should not attend 
any session until the protective reaction strikes have been completed. 
There have been no plenaries since December 9. 


The strikes are now over and we have before us a proposal by the other 
side that a plenary be held on January 6, 

Ambassador ^Porter has sent a message (Tab A) stating that he is inclined 
t o accept the other side's proposal for a January 6 meeting. He adds that 
he is in no hurry to inform them of our acceptance and will wait until Mon- 
day or Tuesday to assess possible further developments before doing so. 

Comment : We believe Porter's approach is sound and feel that schedu li ng 
a plenary next week makes sense, particularly since one will not have been 
held for close to a month and any further delays could unnecessarily expose 
us to charges of stonewalling with no compensating benefits for our side. 

We have been fortunate in avoiding any significant build-up of such charges 
up until now and yet we have scored home the point with Hanoi that they 
cannot take our attendance at the weekly Paris meetings completely for 
granted. 


Recommendation: 


I recommend, therefore, that you approve Ambassador Porter's intentions 
by posing no objection to the course of action outlined in the cable at Tab A. 
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SUB J ? DATE for next plenary meeting 

I 

REF: USDEL 22043 ‘ 

U WE CONSIDER THAT FOR TIME BEING WE HA VE ACHIE 1 VED SUI TABLE 
IMPACT FROM TAKING THE INITIATIVE FOR CANCELLING^ THE LAST 
THREE SCHEDULED MEETINGS, AND RATHER THAN PLAYING OUT THIS 
CARD THROUGH PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE WITH XUAN JHUY AS 

OUTLINED REFTEL, WE ARE INCLINED TO ^ cc ^^_?.^ E ? M °Jn E MHRRY 
PROPOSAL OF JANUARY 6 MEETING, WE ARE, HOWEVER IN NO HURRY 
TO INFORM THEM OF OUR ACCEPTANCE AND WILL WAIT UNTIL MONDAY 
OR TUESDAY TO ASSESS POSSIBLE FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. -IN 
ABSENCE THEREOF, WE PLAN TO NOTIFY OTHER SIDE BY TELEPHONE 
OF OUR INTENTION TO ATTEND JANUARY 6 MEETING, AS I BELIEVE 
THERE IS MUCK SUITABLE MATERIAL WHICH SHOULD BE USED. ON 
THAT DATE. SEE SEPTEL ON PLANS. 


3. GVNDEL AGREES WITH THIS PLAN. 


GP-3, 


PORTER 
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CUAHANCUS? ** ■ O.IL A 1L. 


->-• In order to maintain our current posture’ of looking 

to the other side to introduce new and positive element 

into stalemated talks, and since under present circumstances 

is up to our side to make some response to the other 

proposal to meet January 6, we concur in the idea 

of your sending Xuan Thuy brief letter along lines outlined 
reftel, 

♦ 1 

2- In pursuing this tactic we wish to reserve for our- 
selves maximum flexibility on the question of scheduiing 

future meetings and at' same time avoid creating situation 
which the other side might eventually exploit to their 
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ACnON: 


advantage, with this in mind, letter must be care- 
fully worded so as to avoid laying out conditions for our 
attendance that are so specific or demanding that they might 
Cause US difficulty in agreeing to meet at some future point 

even in the absence of a positive reply from Thuy. 

, 

au vac# ur potential importance of this tactic, 

request you cable proposed text of your letter for final 
Washington approval. 
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